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lies. The gorgeous palaces and monuments they built, as
well as the luxuries and displays in which they indulged, fed
and encouraged the manufacturers and artisans of India.
Nobles and Commanders of the army, Subedars, Dewans
and Kazis, and a host of inferior officers in every province
and every district followed the example of the Court, and
mosques and temples, roads, canals and reservoirs attested
to their wide liberality, or even to their vanity. Under wise
rulers, as under foolish Kings, the proceeds of taxation
flowed back to the people and fructified their trade and in-
dustries."

A work of the nature of the Economic History of India
was bound to encounter heavy criticism from the British
press for it sought to shatter the hitherto complacent and
self-congratulatory attitude of the then rulers that British
administration had proved an unmixed blessing to India.
Nevertheless, it is a testimony to the fairness and objectivity
of the British press that some among them paid handsome
tributes to the writer. The Manchester Guardian, for ins-
tance, stated : "Mr. Dutt has woven an intelligible history
of the economic policy of the Company, the accuracy and

impartiality of which can hardly be questioned...... "If

we have failed, as assuredly we have, to maintain the condi-
tions of an assured livelihood for great masses of the popu-
lation of India, it is because we have built upon the evil
policy bequeathed by a trading Company whose primary
object was; to draw profits for shareholders out of the taxa-
tion and trade of the country which had been placed at their
disposal."

On the other hand, the Times was bitter in its comments.
"If the general character of natives were as it appears in
Mr. D-utt's pages," the Times stated, "not only would there
be no need now of a British Empire, but that empire would
never have been permitted by the natives to be formed."